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Abstract: The development of digital technology and changes in the forms of crime
have given rise to public-private partnerships in criminal investigations, but the legal process
has lagged significantly. In practice, public-private partnerships in criminal investigations
can be roughly divided into obligatory, contractual, and marginal cooperation. The impact of
public-private partnerships on the existing procedural rule of law system is mainly reflected in
the lack of legitimacy in the allocation of power, the weakening of control over the exercise
of power, and the imbalance between prosecution and defense in the litigation structure. To
address this, institutional responses can be made in three aspects: reshaping the foundation of
legitimacy, constructing a system for controlling the operational process, and establishing a
rights protection mechanism. This will systematically resolve issues related to the legitimacy
of power exercise, approval procedures, process monitoring, balance between prosecution
and defense, and supervision and remedies in public-private partnerships, thus incorporating
technological effectiveness into a controllable framework of procedural rule of law.
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