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Abstract: Regarding the attribution of the crime participation system in China, existing
theories have their own shortcomings, while the attribute theory of criminal law norms offers
a new argumentative approach. Criminal law norms have the nature of both behavioral norms
and sanction norms. Regarding behavioral norm violations, individual and joint crimes are
homogeneous; regarding sanction norm initiation, the sanction norms of the specific provisions
of Criminal Law generally apply only to individual crimes; however, to form a comprehensive
joint crime sanction system, these must be combined with the general sanctioning rule in
article 25 of the Criminal Law on joint intent and conduct. In joint crimes, all participants
collectively constitute a unified act meeting specific crime elements; each participant’s liability
is determined by their status and role. Under dual normativity’s hierarchical logic, behavioral
norms realize unified liability attribution, laying the formal foundation for a single principal
offender system; meanwhile, sanction norms realize differentiated treatment, remedying
pure monism’s sentencing stratification deficiency. Together they form a ‘dual formal single
principal offender system’ adapted to Chinese legislation.
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