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Abstract: The interpretive system of legal historiography is a methodological framework
for theoretical interpretation aimed at legal historical facts. The theoretical pursuits in legal
history studies give rise to interpretive activities, which, through differences in their objects
and methods, constitute three levels of the interpretive system in legal historiography: the
interpretation of legal historical categories, causes and laws. Categories of legal history are
constructs formulated by researchers in modern discourse to represent factual historical
legal phenomena. The interpretation of legal history categories contributes to the formation
of fundamental legal categories rooted in Chinese tradition. Causes of legal history refer to
the factors that give rise to, alter, or sustain legal facts in history. The interpretation of legal
history causes helps promote the renewal and development of China’s indigenous legal
theories and governance traditions in modern society. Laws of legal history are the decisive
factors governing the development of legal history, continuously emerging and being tested
throughout the historical process. The interpretation of legal history laws helps to achieve
a comprehensive understanding that bridges tradition and reality, thereby strengthening
confidence in history and path of China’s contemporary rule of law construction. In the
wave of constructing China’s independent knowledge system of legal science, Chinese legal
historiography must undertake the historical mission of inheriting and developing the fine
traditional Chinese legal culture. For this reason, it is essential to properly recognize the
fundamental theoretical nature of legal historiography and utilize the theoretical construction
function of the legal historiography interpretive system.
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