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Abstract: The compilation of the Ecological and Environmental Code is a profound
‘revolution in terminology’ guided by Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization and
Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law. The Ecological and Environmental Code summarizes
past legislative practice experience, reshapes the connotation and extension of ‘ecological
environment’, creates an independent and high-level legal category, and achieves three
revolutionary breakthroughs. Based on the concept of ‘ecological environment’, it derives core
terminology such as ‘ecological and environmental rights’, ‘ecological and environmental
protection’, ‘ecological and environmental protection supervision and management’,
‘ecological and environmental impact assessment’, ‘ecological and environmental damage
compensation’, and ‘ecological and environmental public interest litigation’. It establishes
the rights foundation, protection scope, regulatory system, core system, legal responsibility
and remedy system of the Ecological and Environmental Code, as well as the rigorous logical
relationship among them. Ultimately, it is expressed in a narrative style with a distinctly
Chinese style, manifested in the ‘appearance’ of the Ecological and Environmental Code’s
name, logic, compilation method, and normative system, forming China’s independent
discourse system of ecological and environmental law.
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