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Abstract: The Rural Collective Economic Organizations Law denies the civil subject
status of peasant collectives and confirms the identity of rural collective economic
organizations and peasant collectives in terms of members and property, and thus establishes
the substantive identity between rural collective economic organizations and peasant
collectives. The essence of a rural collective economic organization is the collective of its
members. The collective ownership of members of rural collective economic organizations
means ownership by the rural collective economic organization. The rural collective
economic organization represents the peasant collective in its entirety as the representative
of all collective members. The rural collective economic organization is the organizational
instrument through which members formulate and implement collective decisions. Ownership
by the rural collective economic organization does not replace ownership by the peasant
collective. The two are dialectically unified: the former is the expression of private law
and an organizational form, while the latter is the constitutional expression and determines
the economic nature and institutional tone of the former. The Rural Collective Economic
Organizations Law transforms the abstract concept of ownership by the peasant collective
into the specific ownership by the rural collective economic organization through specific
regulations, which innovates the implementation mechanisms of collective ownership,
thoroughly resolves the issue of the virtualization of collective ownership subjects and
effectively realizes the rights of collective members. Examining the relationship between
rural collective economic organizations and related organizations through the lens of essential
theory reveals that their relationship with collective enterprises is one of ‘parent-child’ rather
than ‘sisters’. Whereas with villagers’ committees, they belong to two distinct systems and are
at different hierarchical level. The villagers’ committee’s power of representation is a type of
agency power without inherent authority.
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