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Abstract: Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, independent
explorations in urban management, especially the profound transformation from urban
management to urban governance in the new era, have laid a practical foundation for the
formation of urban governance studies in China. The proposal of Chinese independently
developed science of urban governance law has completed the disciplinary puzzle of urban
governance. Taking the People’s City as its core concept and constructing institutions for
cities as organic living entities constitute the substantive connotation of the science of urban
governance law. Its research scope is delineated by: an organizational structure for urban
governance based on the ‘triple relationship’ of leaders, executors, and participants; an urban
governance operational mechanism based on ‘pluralistic co-governance’; a rights system
for urban governance based on ‘spatial justice’; and an urban governance safeguard model
oriented toward the goals of ‘prevention’ and ‘remedy’. The multi-source nature of the
science of urban governance law determines the diversification of its research methodologies.
Furthermore, the functional landscape of this discipline unfolds across three successive levels:
it provides institutional safeguards for the construction of modern people-centered cities; it
enriches the indigenous system of legal knowledge and advances the development of China’s
philosophy and social sciences.
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