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Abstract: Property defense aims to safeguard the accused’s property rights from undue
restriction or deprivation. It takes property involved in criminal cases as its object and operates
within the procedural space of the disposition of such property and sentencing, constituting
an independent form of defense. Using the specific issues addressed by the defense as the
criterion, a dual structure of property defense can be constructed, consisting of the defense
over property involved in criminal cases and the defense concerning property penalties.
The former focuses on the procedural legality and the appropriateness of the scope in the
disposal of property involved in criminal cases, taking such property as its object, and aims at
safeguarding the accused’s property rights in the process of disposition. The latter focuses on
the appropriateness of sentencing with respect to property penalties, taking lawful property as
its object, and aims at persuading the court to render a decision for mitigation, reduction, or
exemption from property penalties. In the context of the forthcoming revision of the Criminal
Procedure Law, the concept of effective property defense should be integrated throughout
the entire process of the disposal of property involved in criminal cases and sentencing. This
requires comprehensive optimization of the property investigation system, the system of
compulsory measures relating to property involved in criminal cases, as well as the procedures
of accusation and adjudication surrounding both the disposal of property involved in criminal
cases and the sentencing of property penalties, thereby establishing a sound operational
framework for property defense.
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