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@)  See Lead Industries Association v. EPA 647 F.2d 1130 1154 ( D. C. Cir 1980) ; American Petroleum Institute v. Costle
665 F.2d 1176 1186 ( D. C. Cir. 1981); American Farm Bureau Federation v. EPA 559 F. 3d 512 533 ( D.C. Cir.
2009) ; Association of Battery Recyclers v. EPA 604 F. 3d 613 617 — 18 ( D. C. Cir. 2010) .
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Abstract: The nature of environmental quality standards has both technological and legal
attributes. Environmental quality standards are neither rules nor regulatory documents the
binding force of which is from the legal rules citing the standards and their core function is to
provide a yardstick for measuring environmental quality and play the function of goal setting
incentivizing and monitoring in combination with the legal rules and administrative plans
citing them. The characteristics of the environmental quality standards make them take the
differentiated management as the rationale take the holism as their values and methodology
take the present control goals as the basis and take the policy choice as the final result. From
the perspective of legal norms environmental quality standards shall not be applied in the
determination of tort liabilities caused by environmental pollution. However in the view of
factual analysis environmental quality standards have limited functions for the determination
of tort liability and polluting act as scientific evidence to prove the negativity of environmental
impact and can relief the burden of proof of the damage requirements and prove the relevance

between the harm behavior and damage.
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