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Abstract; Chinese ancient national legal system has been deeply influenced by
Confucianism. The national view of Confucianists includes Hua-Yi distinction, the thought of
great unity, revering the emperor and expelling the barbarians, assimilating the barbarians by
Xia, and governance by customs, etc. Confucius held that the difference in essence between
Hua and ancient tribes was whether they had ritual and music civilization. Ancient tribes
would be assimilated into Hua when they had accepted ritual and music civilization of Huaxia.
The development and adaptation of Conficianists’ national view conform to the Huaxia
civilization represented by Conficianists. When the rulers of all dynasties formulated the
policies and laws governing minority nationalities, they mainly abided by two principles. One
was assimilating the barbarians by Xia; the other was the governance by customs. The sole
purpose was to realize the thought of great unity, which the Confucianists had advocated to
build a kingdom without foreigners and the unity of Hua and barbarians. Confucianists held
the great harmony of the world as their national view, advocated making no social distinction
in teaching, integrated benevolence, righteousness and ritual with teaching, which constituted
the fundamental elements of the Confucianists’ national view. The policies and laws made by
the rulers in all dynasties relating to the minority nationalities have all reflected the ideological

connotation of Confucianism to some extent.
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