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Abstract ; After the reform and opening-up policy, inchoate empirical legal research was
mainly based on describing the condition of legal practice and providing reference for
legislation and policy under the influence of tradition of investigation research by the
Communist Party of China. Later, influenced by the ideological trend of modernization of legal
system, empirical legal research put the legal consciousness and rights consciousness as
content, which has strong value presupposition. Because that the consciousness of problems is
not consistent with practice, the research failed to form an academic tradition. Through the
normal form of reflecting on the modernization of legal system with microcosmic scene, Su Li’s
research explains legal principle in virtue of reasonable regulations, and responds to the
reality with theoretical concerns. Although his research has set off an academic trend of
thought, it has not been able to form an academic tradition which can be inherited without
continuous practice tropism. At present, the empirical legal research is developing
prosperously by responding to the demand of the rule of law practice. It includes a wider range
of issues, broader research horizons, and a richer approach. But at the same time, it
differentiates into quantitative legal research and qualitative legal research with uneven
distribution in different disciplines. Behind the prosperity and differentiation, empirical legal
research is facing the general challenge due to lack of consciousness of problems and
theoretical concerns. Therefore, scholars need to explore the theoretical field of
multi-disciplines, strengthen the problem consciousness and theoretical consciousness which is

related to China, and build a multi-level academic community.

(=fEHIE /)

149





