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Abstract: There was a different evaluation on law practitioners as the occupational group who is versed in
law and lawsuit and provides legal services to parties in traditional China especially in the Ming and Qing
Dynasties. At that time law practitioners had been described as “shyster” officially. On the contrary they
had been named as “Pi Xiu” by the public and enjoyed high reputation by maintaining the social justice. The
reason of this contrast not only reflects the issues existed in the judicial systems of the Ming and Qing Dynas—
ties but also implies the strained relation between the government and the public. More importantly the con—

trast reveals the dilemma and problem of pursuing social harmony under the ancient Chinese Monarchism.
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