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Abstract; There is a trial-centered defense pattern in the criminal defense practice of
China for long. The key features of this pattern are that defense lawyers consider trial
proceedings as the major and even the only field of defense, while ignoring the defense outside
the court, especially before the trial; defense lawyers choose neither to communicate with
police and procuratorate authorities, nor to persuade them to make any decision in favor of
their own parties; the trial defense is also focused on reading out the already-written pleadings
based on the case files of the prosecution. Many factors, such as the limitations of pre-trial
system, the conceptual deviation of criminal defense, the absence of pre-trial defense skills,
all lead to this pattern, which brings about numerous negative consequences, especially
ineffective defense, failure to protect the interests of the accused, and incapability of
prompting police and procuratorate organs to correct themselves in a timely manner. The
Criminal Procedure Law amended in 2012 gave lawyers the status of defenders in the pre-trial
procedure, which made some lawyers to pay more attention to the “pre-trial defense” and
achieved initial results. However, at least three aspects should be addressed to assist Chinese
lawyers to get rid of the trial-centered criminal defense pattern, to achieve effective defense,
and to reform and perfect Chinese criminal defense system and even criminal justice system,
namely, the right pre-trail orientation and the substantiation of litigation of the procuratorial
organs, the expansion and protection of the rights of defense lawyers, and the establishment of

quality assurance system of criminal legal aid and duty counsel system.
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