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Abstract : In the context of a sustained downturn of the rate of defense and the rate of entrusted defense in
particular, gradually expanding the scope of application of criminal legal assistance with a view to increasing
the rate of defense has become an importance approach to safeguarding the defendant’s right. Although the
newly released the Decision on Revising the Criminal Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China has
made efforts to this issue by including the crime committed by a mentally ill person who shall bear criminal lia-
bility and the crime that may be sentenced to life imprisonment into the scope of legal assistance, the analyses
based on an empirical study demonstrate rather limited practical effort of this progress. Taking comprehensive
factors into account, the future China should gradually increase financial support so as to construct a legal as-
sistance system for serious cases may be sentenced to more than 10 years of fixed — term imprisonment or crimi-

nal cases trialed with ordinary procedure, which could be considered to be applied generally in the long term.
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