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Abstract: There are different opinions in the academic circle and law practitioners on the
basic connotations of the leniency system based on admission of guilt and acceptance of
punishment. On account of the normative purposes of the system and multifaceted needs such
as substantive fairness procedural economy and protection of rights  ‘admission of guilt’
should be interpreted according to substantive and procedural criminal law as well as the
evidence law. Only interpretations that meet requirements in these three areas of law are
qualified to be ‘admission of guilt’ under the system. ‘Acceptance of punishment’ must
comprise of positive acts and negative acts the former of which requires the accused not only
to consent to the sentencing proposal but also to the simplified trial procedure. It usually
requires that the accused accept the punishment delivered by the court but does not
necessarily mean the deprivation of the right of appeal. ‘Leniency’ should be understood only
in respect of substantive disposal of the case with no room for any ‘procedural leniency’ .
The so-called ‘leniency in compulsory measures’ is incompatible with relevant domestic law
judicial practice and international rules recognized by the Chinese government and should not

be used any longer.
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