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Abstract: Core socialist values are the main guide for rule of law in China, of which we
should make sure about the role in the legal source system. Generally speaking, core socialist
values are general legal principles beyond the department law. In the legal norm system, core
socialist values are written in the constitution and some other laws, which shows the role of basic
principles in every aspect of law; in judicial practice, the way in which core socialist values play
a role is highly consistent with legal principles, no matter in the handling of difficult cases or
ordinary cases. So core socialist values are formal legal sources. To improve the effect of core
socialist values, some measures are important: formal legal institutions should continue to absorb
them, especially the guiding case system; many methods of legal application, especially legal
interpretation, can promote the combination of core socialist values and case interpretation and
reasoning in the judicial process; judges should be active in the application of core socialist
values based on right understanding, and effectively respond to others’ opinions in judicial

practice.
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