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Abstract: ‘Procuratorial power’ is the state power independently wielded by the
procuratorial organs in accordance with the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China.
Reviewing from the perspective of ‘conceptual history’, the reform in the late Qing Dynasty
established the functional dimension in the modern concept of ‘procuratorial power’, which
was continuously expanded in the Republic of China. In the construction of the people’s
procuratorial system before the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the concept of
‘procuratorial power’ appeared. Together with the Soviet procuratorial legislation, it affected
the procuratorial legislation in the early stage of the People’s Republic of China with the
connotation of the legal supervision attribute. The Constitution of 1954 constitutionalized the
concept of ‘procuratorial power’ and it has been expanded to state power, with independent
nature and the attribute of legal supervision. After the reform and opening up, the Constitution
of 1982 clarified that the ‘procuratorial power’ is the state power exercised independently
and has an attribute of legal supervision, which exercises the functions and powers in criminal
prosecution. In the current Chinese legislation, ‘procuratorial power’ is the state power which
is exercised independently, and contains a prominent legal supervision attribute and multiple
functions and powers, which ensures the construction of socialist rule of law with Chinese
characteristics.
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