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Abstract: Legal value is one of the most controversial problems in the history of legal
thought, and its central difficulty is that in legal practice, the preference and trade-offs between
various types of legal values are often regarded as merely a matter of choice for different nations
and times. The root of this difficulty lies in the fact that in the study of traditional legal theory,
the trade-offs among legal values are often restricted by the traditional epistemological question
of what is practical rationality in practical philosophy. The key to overcoming the difficulty is
to go beyond the epistemological background of traditional practical philosophy in the study of
legal values and to provide some kind of technical arguments with functionalist advantages for
the characterization and integration of multiple types of legal values. Characterized by a high
degree of functionalism, the observational perspective of systems theory is able to distinguish the
functioning of legal systems into logical units with technical differentiation. Accordingly, legal
values can be classified as bottom-line, distinctive and derivative, in terms of the order, justice,
and benefit, corresponding to the formal, functional, and environmental values of the legal system
respectively, and ultimately achieving a functionalist reduction from epistemology to systems

theory in the study of legal values.

( RIESmIE: BiEE )

242





