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Abstract: The normative basis of ‘general personality rights’ in Chinese civil law lies
in paragraph 2 of article 990 of the Civil Code. This paragraph is not only a referral clause
for ‘respect and protection of human rights’ stipulated in paragraph 3 of article 33 of the
Constitution, but also a general clause based on ‘personal freedom and personal dignity’
and a comprehensive protection clause for ‘atypical personal legal interests’. There is no
hierarchical difference between ‘personal freedom’ and ‘personal dignity . The two constitute
a holistic doctrine, which aims to ensure the free development of the subject’s personality
in the context of social interaction and the mutual recognition and respect between equal
subjects. Accordingly, the typification of ‘atypical personality legal benefits’ in paragraph
2 of article 990 can be further developed from the three aspects of self-determination status,
personality equality, and personality integrity. At the same time, it must be noted that the
‘equivalent rights’ in paragraph 1 of the same article are playing sequence differences when
supplementing functions.
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