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Abstract: The traditional theory of law reservation cannot rationally explain why the
principles of legality, statutory taxation, statutory organization, and numerus clausus can
be applied in the vertical dimension of legislative power allocation. The theoretical basis
of law reservation should be expanded in the framework of central-local relations. Vertical
law reservation is a special model for the configuration of legislative power between central
and local authorities, which exists in unitary states and differs in content and form from the
system of separation of powers under a federal system. The normative basis for vertical law
reservation in China consists of two levels: individual norms and general norms, with the
general norms forming a summary and supplement to the individual norms. According to the
interpretation of the meaning of these norms, the scope of law reservation in China relates
to two dimensions, namely socialist political unity and market unity. From a worldwide
perspective, there are both strict and less strict models of vertical law reservation, and a
socialist system necessarily requires the adoption of a strict model of law reservation in
some areas. Considering both the scope and extent of vertical law reservation together, the
application of specific norms can be further refined.
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