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Abstract: The relevant judgments are the initial meaning and essence of similar cases.
The first step in applying similar cases for judgment is to find precedents that can constitute
highly relevant judgments with pending cases. Compared to ‘superficial similarity’, ‘structural
similarity’ is the basis for ensuring that things have true similarity, so ‘structural similarity’
must also be the fundamental characteristic of similar cases. Just finding a certain number of
similarities between cases does not achieve similar cases; substantive similar cases require that
the similarities between cases must reach systematic similarity at the relational or structural
level. The structural similarity characteristic has obvious application values for activities of
similar cases adjudication. On the one hand, by considering the logical composition of justice,
the facts of the cases that are judicially determined, the disputes extracted by the judges,
the legal interpretations given in decisions, and the value measurement of necessary issues
can be determined as the basic elements of ‘structural similarity’ of cases, and the similarity
based on the relationship or structure of these four basic elements becomes the judicial
standard for determining similar cases. On the other hand, establishing the legal application
relationship of similar cases based on the ‘structural similarity’ characteristic requires shaping
corresponding judicial thinking, including shifting from concrete thinking to a certain level of
general thinking, placing equal emphasis on conceptual thinking and type thinking, and using
purposeful thinking reasonably. Under the case guidance system, the reference and application
of guiding cases should also take the structural similarity of similar cases as the basic principle
to follow.
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