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Abstract: The legislative purpose of article 999 of the Civil Code is to demarcate
boundaries for the protection of personality rights and the protection of public interests such
as freedom of expression and the exercise of functions and powers by state organs. The
nature is the general clause of the reasonable use of personality interests, and the scope of its
applicable objects includes name, entity name, likeness, reputation, honor, credit, privacy,
personal information and other spiritual personality interests. In article 999, ‘news reporting’
should be interpreted as the publication of information by the general ‘actor’ which is paid
attention by a certain number of people within the scope permitted by public order and good
morals; The scope of ‘supervision of public opinions’ should refer to double standards of
nature and place, and it should be interpreted as the supervision of social affairs with public
nature and private affairs that occur in public places; ‘The like for public interests’ is a
catch-all provision, which means that other acts of the same nature are included in the public
interest acts; The scope of ‘public interests’ should be broadly defined, specifically covering a
ladder system from ‘the interests of public order and good morals’ with the strongest attribute
of public interest to ‘entertainment interests’ with the weakest attribute; The determination
of ‘reasonable use’ should be guided by the principle of priority of special provisions, the
principle of necessity and the principle of proportion.
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