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Abstract: The path to achieving the dual carbon goals needs to be translated from policy
expression to legal norms. The complexity of climate change issues, the systemic characteristics
of the dual-carbon legal system, the experience gained from China’s social governance reforms,
and the methodological advantages of social system theory determine that social system
theory is the best theoretical tool for examining and shaping the dual-carbon legal system.
From the perspective of system theory, the existing Chinese climate change legal system has
some shortcomings: the absence of a comprehensive climate change law, the fragmented and
unbalanced dual-carbon legal system, the insufficient low-carbonization of special legislation,
and the structural coupling alienation between the political and legal systems. Regulatory
instruments have not fully realized the synergy between command-and-control regulations
and self-organization of multiple stakeholders, and the overall performance of climate justice
transition and energy justice in the legislation is insufficient. In order to improve the
dual-carbon legal system, it is necessary not only to follow the systemic logic of double
translation and take the dual carbon targets as the lead to formulate a comprehensive Climate
Change Law in a timely manner, but also to take the key areas as the goal to promote and
improve the single law related to the dual carbon targets, especially the legal system of climate
justice transition compensation. At the same time, China should emphasize fostering a positive
structural coupling between the political system and the legal system, and fully respect the
limited functionality of the dual-carbon legal system.

( RfESLE: BRUAGE )

148



