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Abstract: Over the past 40 years, the rights of citizens, legal persons, and other
organizations under administrative law (‘administrative rights’) have flourished in China.
However, the system of administrative rights still needs to be improved, and continuing to
uphold and better protect administrative rights remains a major task for this era. Administrative
power, constitutional rights, and civil rights cannot replace administrative rights. While the
sources of rights are diverse and the growth of rights is a multi-party collaborative process,
legislation should play a leading role in it. By stipulating administrative rights explicitly
through legislation, the idea of democracy and the rule of law can be better illuminated, the
rules of administrative law can be better shaped, and the abuse of administrative power can
be somewhat prevented. It would be appropriate for the future General Administrative Code
to include a separate chapter on the important administrative rights. The enumerated rights
shall cover, in terms of types, personal rights, property rights, rights to participate, rights of
administrative benefit, rights of procedural safeguards, rights of access to relief, etc.
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