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Abstract: The new era of science and technology, exemplified by the combination
of artificial intelligence and big data, not only brings technical problems and dogmatical
problems in the legal field, but also challenges the knowledge system of jurisprudence,
especially the basic categories of law. There are generally three ways to respond to this
challenge, among which the independent category status of some basic categories will be
completely abandoned (such as ‘objects of legal relationship” and ‘department of law’ ), the
given understandings of some basic categories will be totally or partially reconstructed (such
as ‘legal acts’ and ‘legal rights’ ), while there are also some basic categories should be firmly
defended or even better defended under the new context (such as ‘legal responsibilities’ and
‘legal subjects’ ). Whether ‘law’ as a fundamental category needs to be reconstructed has not
yet been determined, depending on overlapping consensus through value debates in the future.
The new era of science and technology does not ‘create’ brand-new jurisprudence issues,
but only provides a new context that ‘stimulates’ the knowledge system of jurisprudence and
prompts reflection on usual understandings. However, only by a timely and effective response
to the above-mentioned challenges from jurisprudence, can we seize the new opportunity for
the independent development of Chinese legal science.
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