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6D  See Hendrik Kaptein, Henry Prakken & Bart Verheij, General Introduction, supra note 47, 6.
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Abstract: The concept of ‘evidence chain’ in criminal judicial practice faces issues such
as unclear connotation, lack of standards, and ambiguous functions. ‘Forming an integral
evidence chain’ often becomes a rhetorical device to evade the responsibility of evidence
reasoning. Evidence chain does not merely indicate mutual corroboration among evidences.
According to the systematic interpretation of article 55 of the Criminal Procedure Law
and relevant judicial interpretations, ‘an integral evidence chain’ is a dynamic and concrete
expression that ‘all facts for conviction and sentencing are supported by evidence’ stipulated in
the Criminal Procedure Law. Therefore, the connotation of the evidence chain can be defined
as the dynamic linking structure formed during the process where evidences prove the facts
of the constitutive elements of a crime and collectively construct the facts of a case. The basic
requirement for an integral evidence chain is that there is evidence to prove the facts of each
element of the crime. In the proof of each fact constituting the crime, the chain of reasoning
of the evidence should be complete and reasonable, and a complete and credible framework
of case facts should be formed with constitutive elements of the crime as the core. The main
function of evidence chain is to implement the principle of evidence judgment. Additionally, it
facilitates more refined evidence analysis, ensures correct application of evidentiary standards,
and promotes the substantiality of court investigation.
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