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Abstract: The current Chinese and foreign legal systems contain numerous norms related
to ‘loyalty’, which makes ‘loyalty’ a practical and significant legal concept, phenomenon, and
issue. In order to understand these norms of loyalty systematically and coherently, we should
reflect and interrogate the normative rationale of loyalty. The normative rationale of ‘loyalty’
in modern society contains three systemically conjugated and progressively layered principles:
loyalty to oneself, loyalty to others and loyalty to the country and its law. Loyalty to oneself
imposes moral obligations upon the subject, which also constructs the basis of loyalty to
others and loyalty to the country and its law. The ‘self” referred to by loyalty is a kind of
social self, which means that we should treat others as we would like to be treated, and this
makes loyalty to oneself inevitably and deservedly develop into loyalty to others. In order to
overcome internal flaws of loyalty to oneself and loyalty to others, loyalty should develop into
loyalty to the country and its law. The way in which the law upholds the principle of loyalty
to oneself is that the law respects and protects the rights of subjects to act in accordance with
one’s authentic will. Loyalty to others in law mainly prescribes norms of ‘loyalty’ for familial
matters and socio-economic conduct. Loyalty to the country and its law is primarily embodied
in legal subjects’ obligation to comply with constitutional and statutory laws. According to the
three normative rationales of loyalty, we can understand the way the legal system constructs
the norms of ‘loyalty’ more systematically and coherently.
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