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Abstract: The construction of China’s independent knowledge system of criminal law
is a pivotal mission for contemporary criminal law scholars. The development of criminal
law research in China demonstrates the characteristic of theoretical transplantation. The
current knowledge system of criminal law exists issues such as the need to further enhance the
subjective consciousness, the lack of close combination of theory and practice, and the need
to improve the level of theoretical systematization. The term ‘China’s independent knowledge
system of criminal law’ has already clarified the direction for the research of criminal law
in China. ‘China’s independent’ refers to the construction of knowledge of criminal law
based on the practice of the rule of law in China and the fundamental stance of socialism
with Chinese characteristics; ‘knowledge system’ denotes the requirement for a higher-level
integration and development of independent knowledge toward maturity and systematization.
The construction of an independent knowledge system on Chinese criminal law requires the
exploration of innovative paths in the dual dimensions of mutual understanding of the rule
of law civilization and the continuation of excellent criminal law culture. On the one hand, it
should be based on the contemporary Chinese criminal rule of law to critically examine and
locally reconstruct extra-territorial criminal law theories; On the other hand, it is essential to
activate the criminal governance wisdom accumulated over millennia within the Chinese legal
tradition, promoting the creative transformation of China’s outstanding traditional criminal
legal culture. This approach will help build a criminal law knowledge system that is both
scientifically grounded and aligned with China.
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