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Abstract: Understanding the concept of ‘criminal facts in procedural law’ is one of
the fundamental and complex issues in the criminal procedure law. At present, the dominant
standpoint in China adheres to the natural facts theory. However, based on case studies,
this theory suffers from inherent defects, including vague identification standards and
unreasonable identification outcomes, which stem from the overly singular naturalistic
approach. To enhance the clarity of identification standards, the concept of criminal facts
should incorporate a cognitive approach, wherein the charges brought by the procuratorial
organ not only describe a natural fact but also delineate the direction of factual investigation
during adjudication at the cognitive level. To improve the reasonableness of identification
outcomes, the concept of criminal facts should also integrate a normative approach, ensuring
that the charges brought by the procuratorial organ not only define the objective facts to be
adjudicated but also constrain the direction of unlawful condemnation at the normative level.
Under the triadic identification framework of ‘natural-cognitive-normative’, the term ‘charges
based on clear facts’ in article 186 of the Criminal Procedure Law should be interpreted as
‘natural facts constrained by an accusatory direction’. The determination of the identity of
criminal facts follows three steps: the identity of natural fact, the identity of investigation
direction, and the identity of condemnation direction.
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