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Abstract: Ecological conservation is a crucial component of the rule of law for ecology
and environment. As the highest form of ecological legal systematization, the Ecological
and Environmental Code (hereinafter referred to as the Code) should establish systematic
provisions concerning ecological conservation, which reflects the intrinsic requirements of the
rule of law in ecological civilization and represents a significant legal innovation grounded
in a scientific understanding of the rule of law for ecology and environment. The codification
of ecological conservation norms should carefully coordinate between the Code and existing
specific statutes, and relevant provisions should be appropriately integrated into the Code.
The Code should adopt the ‘dual sources’ model, primarily integrating fundamental legal
principles and institutions of ecological conservation that serve as the essential principles
and rules from existing laws, and new norms designed to preserve ecological functions.
In terms of text structure, the ecological conservation norms within the Code should fully
consider the inherent requirements of legal practices for ecological civilization and adopt
the ‘reconstruction’ arrangement based on the institutional logic. These norms should be
systematically structured according to the logical framework of biodiversity conservation
and key areas of ecological conservation. The Ecological and Environmental Code (Draft)
has made relatively appropriate arrangements in these aspects, while further optimization and
improvement can still be carried out in some specific details.
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