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Abstract: Through the empirical study of the administrative judgments involved in the
implementation of the power and responsibility list, it can be found that there are obvious
differences among the administrative counterparts, administrative authorities, and courts in
the application initiative, application methods, application purposes, and application effects.
The actual operation of the power and responsibility list has not been satisfactory, which
is far from the functional preset and value target of ‘fully leveraging the foundational role
of the system of the power and responsibility list’. The logical starting point for resolving
this issue lies in clarifying the legal nature and institutional function of the power and
responsibility list. In China’s legal system, the power and responsibility list is categorized
as an internal administrative normative document, but its legal effect is spillover. In terms
of its functional positioning, administrative counterparts can resort to the normativity of the
power and responsibility list; administrative authorities shall adhere to the self-control of the
power and responsibility list; and courts shall respond to the normativity of the power and
responsibility list. In the future, the unconditional application of the power and responsibility
list by administrative counterparts should be respected; administrative authorities should
supplement the ‘correctness of the validity” of the power and responsibility list; and courts
should construct a judicial response system from the aspects of reshaping the basic concept,
reviewing or invoking rules, and work coordination mechanism, thereby further improving
the quality and efficiency of the system of the power and responsibility list in the process of
promoting Chinese modernization.
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