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Abstract: China’s Constitution explicitly declares itself as the ‘fundamental law of
the state with supreme legal force’. Its logical basis lies in the dual distinction between
the Constitution and ordinary law within China’s legal system, as well as the two-tier
structure where ‘the Constitution is the higher tier and ordinary law is the lower tier’.
China s Constitution features supreme validity and fundamental content, which provides
a criterion for clarifying the structural relationship between the Constitution and ordinary
law. From the perspective of the Constitution’s dual attributes as a ‘authorization-review
norm’ and a ‘substance-content norm’, the structural relationship between the Constitution
and ordinary law can be summarized into two dimensions: the control of normative validity
and the determination of normative content. Specifically, the control of normative validity
relates to the validity of law. The legal order is a normative order based on the Constitution,
embodies positivity and correctness, and meets the requirements of the Constitution in form
and substance. The determination of normative content includes constitutionalization and
concretization: the former emphasizes the constitutional adaptation of departmental laws and
the elevation of their content to the constitutional level, while the latter requires each branch
of law to follow the logical directives of constitutional norms and implement the formal
normative force and basic values within its framework. The Constitution is not an ‘omnipotent
constitution’ covering all fields. The practical advancement of the dual dimensions of the
structural relationship between the Constitution and ordinary law requires properly handling
the relationship between constitutional supremacy and the autonomy of departmental laws.
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