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Abstract: Institutional history studies reveal that the establishment of flexible investigative
power aimed to address exceptional circumstances in individual case investigations. However,
due to early vague statutory provisions, profit-driven motives, and performance evaluation
influence, this authority was once abused, prompting legislative restrictions on its scope of
application and stricter activation and approval procedures. Theoretically, the ‘doctrine of
legal supervision’ justifies exercising flexible investigative power, yet demonstrates limited
explanatory capacity regarding its case-specific application, stringent constraints, and inherent
self-restraint characteristics. The ‘doctrine of adjudicative jurisdiction’ supplements this
framework by analogizing trial jurisdiction principles, categorizing case-filing jurisdiction into
statutory jurisdiction and adjudicative jurisdiction. Essentially, flexible investigative power
constitutes a transfer of case-specific investigative jurisdiction subject to strict legal conditions,
belonging to adjudicative jurisdiction and representing an exceptional mechanism within
jurisdictional frameworks, thus warranting ‘prudent application’. Procedural design for flexible
investigative power should integrate historical, jurisprudential, and practical considerations:
defining the scope of ‘major criminal cases’ through social impact, case typology, and
sentencing thresholds; summarizing scenarios where public security organs are ‘unwilling or
unsuitable to exercise jurisdiction’ requiring direct acceptance by the people’s procuratorate;
refining approval procedures under the ‘decision by the people’s procuratorate at the provincial
level or above’ requirement, including clue discovery, investigation verification, and clearance
of ‘omitted suspects’ or ‘unreported cases’; while imporving coordinated mechanisms for
communication and consultation, case-filing notification, and evidence transfer.
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