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Abstract: The modes of codification have been divided into formal codification and
substantive codification. China s Criminal Procedure Law has been revised three times since
1979, mainly focusing on regulation adjustment and system design at the level of formal
codification. Due to the shortcomings of the formal codification in terms of systematization,
comprehensiveness and effectiveness, the legal amendment should, in accordance with
the logical relationship between the formal codification and the substantive codification,
start from the formal codification and gradually realize the codification advancement of the
Criminal Procedure Law from the formal codification to the substantive codification through
two dimensions: short-term path and long-term path. On the short-term path, the Criminal
Procedure Law should dissolve the practical limitations of the current formal codification
based on problem awareness and create a foundation for the construction of the substantive
codification system by enhancing the coordination, scientificity and completeness between
the internal and external norms of the Criminal Procedure Law. On the long-term path,
the Criminal Procedure Law should implement the legislation idea of systematization and
coordination, and ensure the logical self-consistency within the norms of the Criminal
Procedure Law from value to form, and from form to structure by unifying values and refining
legislative technology. Also, it needs to properly handle the tension between traditional
judicial system and digital technology, local norms and the rule of law in foreign-related
affairs, so as to promote the modernization transition of the Criminal Procedure Law.
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