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Abstract: During the five-year implementation period of the Succession Book of the
Civil Code, the Supreme People’s Court promulgated the Interpretation (1) of the Succession
Book. The legal practice sector developed notary services and will repository construction,
while the academic community continuously deepened research on the Succession Book.
Through the coordinated efforts of the legislative, judicial, practical, and academic sectors,
positive social outcomes have been achieved, playing a significant role in regulating
succession legal relationships. Five years of implementing the Succession Book have also
revealed key challenges within China’s succession system, including the scope of estates,
general rules of succession, intestate succession, testate succession, and estate division,
which require resolution. At an appropriate time, partial or comprehensive amendments to the
Succession Book of the Civil Code should be undertaken through legislative amendments.
Timely judicial interpretations should be issued, leveraging the roles of all societal sectors
to establish a robust legal framework for private wealth succession. This framework must
align with societal development needs, reflect contemporary characteristics, and adapt to the
foundation of China’s market economy. Such measures will enhance social wealth and propel
continuous societal progress.
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