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Abstract: China’s constitutional law has long been confronted with the theoretical
question of ‘what defines China.” To address the challenge of the ‘Chineseness’ of
constitutional law, it is essential to refine iconic concepts grounded in the reality of
contemporary China’s constitution. As an integral part of Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of
Law, ‘Constitution-based Governance and Constitution-based Exercise of State Power’ is
not only an original concept proposed by the Communist Party of China but also an iconic
concept of China’s independent constitutional law knowledge system. ‘Constitution-based
Governance and Constitution-based Exercise of State Power’ is logically guided by the Party’s
leadership in developing the constitution by the people. It encompasses a constitutional
generation theory based on the fundamental premise that the constitution is formulated by
the people under the Party’s leadership, a constitutional ontology centered on the socialist
people’s constitution as its carrier, and a constitutional operation theory that emphasizes
the Party’s governance and state administration in accordance with the constitution as its
fundamental implementation method. This framework reflects the essential characteristics of
contemporary China’s constitutional path and its distinctions from the constitutional paths
of other countries. In addition to its unique core tenets, ‘Constitution-based Governance and
Constitution-based Exercise of State Power’ represents a scientific articulation of the Marxist
view of the constitution, a modern interpretation of the unity of the whole country, and a highly
condensed summary of contemporary China’s constitutional practices. It demonstrates a clear
strategic orientation and a strong sense of subjectivity, integrating multiple functions such
as a well-defined stance, theoretical synthesis, and practical guidance. To construct China’s
independent constitutional law knowledge system with ‘Constitution-based Governance and
Constitution-based Exercise of State Power’ as its iconic concept, it is necessary to consciously
integrate the logical mainline of the Party’s leadership in developing the constitution by the
people. This involves a profound exploration of the fundamental theories, basic systems, and
implementation mechanisms of China’s constitution.
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