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Abstract: Traditional Chinese judicial civilization embodies profound wisdom about
governance, having established stable governance paradigms in the realm of criminal
justice. Ancient China’s criminal justice governance mainly solved three types of problems,
namely governing the country, governing the people, and governing officials, which also
constituted the object and field of criminal justice governance. In ancient China, criminal
justice emphasized centralized judicial control in governing the country, reflected the judicial
purpose of combining punishment and education in governing the people, and established
the judicial responsibilities of strict probity and circumspect prudence in governing officials.
The ancient Chinese criminal justice governance applied unique strategies: at the governing
principles level, it manifested an ethical orientation of judicial essence; at the governing
institutions level, it reflected a stratified configuration of judicial authority; and at the
governing methodologies level, it pursued differentiated adaptation of judicial techniques.
The judicial institutional resources accumulated over millennia have demonstrated formidable
responsiveness and mediation capabilities at the governance level. At present, China should
emphasize the role of adjusting the balance between leniency and severity in punishment
within social governance, fully leverage judicial means to educate and rehabilitate individuals
and communities, while shaping a pattern of collaborative governance in criminal justice.
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