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Abstract: China’s mediation system is one of the endogenous legal systems and legal
fields that have attracted significant attention from the international community. Compared
with other departmental laws, the construction and development of an independent knowledge
system for mediation is more distinctive in subjectivity, originality, and legitimacy for
China’s independent knowledge system of jurisprudence. However, the existing mediation
knowledge system has long been overshadowed by litigation-centered theories, dominated
by instrumentalist policies, constrained by traditional mediation concepts, and impacted
by Western ADR discourses. Constructing an independent knowledge system for China’s
mediation has thus become an urgent task for Chinese jurisprudence today. From the
perspective of the relationship between theoretical abstraction and practical guidance, the
content framework of this independent knowledge system mainly consists of the theories
of mediation purpose, mediation value, mediation model, mediation bases, and mediation
procedure. Based on this logical premise, the development of China’s independent knowledge
system of mediation should take the iconic concepts and original theories as the starting point.
It is necessary to sort out core concepts rooted in the history and practice of China’s mediation,
such as the community of shared interests, comprehensive justice, and preventive governance;
extract important propositions including the theory of understanding mediation objects for
appropriately addressing disputes between members of the public, the theory of mediation
organizational structure adhering to the linkage of comprehensive mediation, and the theory of
mediation mechanism operation emphasizing mediation priority; and thereby enable China’s
mediation to truly shoulder the historical mission of promoting the modernization of the rule
of law with Chinese characteristics.
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